
 

Progress Through Regional Cooperation In The Alleghenies

State of the Southern Alleghenies APEX
﻿Accelerator – April 2026

by James F. Gerraughty
SAP&DC APEX Accelerator Program Manager

It has been a busy couple of weeks here at the
APEX: A couple of outreach events, some
client calls/emails/videochats, and final items
with our upcoming 2026 program year! I’m
happy to report that we have received our
award to continue APEX Accelerator services to our 18-county area through MAR
2027!
 
Please review our training opportunities that are coming up in April 2026 (and
beyond) for our APEX Accelerator and PREP Partners. We have:

“The Road Forward: CMMC Level 1” webinar with the Pennsylvania
Cybersecurity Resource Center on 7 APR 2026 @ 1100 EDT, discussing
the impacts of cybersecurity on government contracting and CMMC, among
other topics. Free to attend, but you must register:
https://sancnt.ecenterdirect.com/events/5570.
“What HUBZone Redesignation Means for your County” webinar with Dave
Pinkosky of the SBA on 9 APR 2026 @ 1100, discussing changes to the
HUBZone program and how it could impact your business. Free to attend,
but you must register: https://sancnt.ecenterdirect.com/events/5578.
“ERDC-WERX and the DoD's/DoW's Critical Technology Areas Webinar”
with the PA APEXes and the U.S. Army’s Engineer Research and
Development Center (ERDC-WERX). This webinar will review how to work
with ERDC-WERX and its benefits. Free to attend, but you must register:
https://sancnt.ecenterdirect.com/events/5577.

Please review and register for upcoming events on our eCenter page,
https://sancnt.ecenterdirect.com/  Stop back often, as the training events do pop
up there pretty frequently!

If you have ideas for topics, or would like to learn more about a government
contracting-related topic, please drop us a line at (814) 949-6500 or at
apex@sapdc.net. We’d love to hear from you!

Data privacy emerges as a ‘core American value,’ expert says.
By Kaitlyn Levinson, Reporter, Route Fifty

As the federal government continues its fight to access state’s sensitive data on
residents, a new report underscores Americans’ support for stronger data privacy
guardrails and protections.
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Several states have found themselves embroiled in a data debacle with the federal
government, which has increasingly demanded that they hand over their residents’
personal data over the past year. Such efforts have stoked fear among residents who are
concerned about how policymakers could leverage their sensitive information for punitive
reasons, according to new survey findings.
 
Across the U.S., 74% of people said they are worried about the privacy and security of
their personal data when it comes to what information the government has and how it is
stored, according to survey findings released Tuesday by the Center for Democracy and
Technology. The results are based on a nationally representative sample of 1,008 people
aged 18 years and older.

Read more at:https://www.route-fifty.com/digital-government/2026/04/data-privacy-
emerges-core-american-value-expert-says/412565/

War boosts counter-drone sales, joint ventures

﻿By Andrew Dardine, Analyst, Forecast International

Recent weeks have seen a flurry of partnerships by defense-tech comapnies and orders
from nations under fire.

Mideast governments have long invested in air defenses—notably, U.S.-made THAAD
and Patriot interceptors—and counter-drone defenses, particularly since the 2019 drone
attack on Saudi oil infrastructure at Abqaiq. But recent weeks and months have seen a
flurry of activity—in ventures by defense-tech companies and orders from nations under
fire.

Last June, SRC announced it would deliver Raytheon Coyote interceptors as part of a $1
billion FMS deal with Qatar. The rail-launched missile has a boost rocket motor and a
turbine engine to take down small and large drones and swarms. 

Read more at: https://www.defenseone.com/business/2026/03/counter-drone-
sales/412504/

About US
The Southern Alleghenies APEX Accelerator at SAP&DC is
an economic development entity that bridges the gap
between supplier and buyer in the government
marketplace. The APEX Accelerator stands ready to support
businesses across 18 counties in the central PA Alleghenies
region in the pursuit to secure contracts with local, state
and/or federal government agencies nationwide.

Due to the generous support of our Commonwealth and Federal funding
partners, services provided by the APEX Accelerator are free of charge.

Whether you are an experienced contractor or new to the government
marketplace, the APEX Accelerator will provide one-on-one counseling
utilizing all of the program resources necessary to increase your share of
contract awards. We will also coordinate assistance, if needed, with our PA
PREP partners.

Contact us today at the Southern Alleghenies APEX Accelerator at SAP&DC
to get started!

Email:  apex@sapd﻿c.net
Phone: (814) 949-6500
Web:   APEXAccelerator@SAP&DC
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