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Progress Through Regional Cooperation In The Alleghenies

State of the Southern Alleghenies APEX
Accelerator — July 2025

by James F. Gerraughty : e ‘
SAP&DC APEX Accelerator Program Manager ~UAS . ‘ﬁ

I’'m happy to report that the Southern
Alleghenies APEX got its funding for program
year 2025! We are so glad that it's now official,
and we can get back to our mission of helping clients, soon-to-be clients,
government agencies, and other stakeholders with the intricacies of
government contracting!

The services will stay the same as will the cost (free!), but there is one
change that should be noted: We now have the APEX Accelerator at
Johnstown Area Regional Industries (JARI) as one of our partners and
subcenters (check out the new logo above!). With this new arrangement, we
are covering the PA counties of Cambria, Indiana, and Somerset, and look
forward to working with the companies and communities in the region.

Please review our training opportunities that are coming up in August 2025
(and beyond) for our APEX Accelerator and PREP Partners. You can review
and register for upcoming events on our eCenter page,
https://sancnt.ecenterdirect.com/ Stop back often, as the training events do
pop up there pretty frequently!

If you have ideas for topics, or would like to learn more about a government
contracting-related topic, please drop us a line at (814) 949-6500 or
apex@sapdc.org. We'd love to hear from you!

Pennsylvania is a Top 3 state for government Al readiness
By Jusin Sweitzer, Managing Editor, City & State Pennsylvania

A new analysis from Code For America says the commonwealth’s proactive
approach to Al “positions it as a leader in responsible Al adoption and innovation.”

A new analysis of Al readiness across the United States shows that Pennsylvania
ranks among the top three states in the country when it comes to adopting Al within
state government — thanks in part to the commonwealth’s efforts to train state
workers on artificial intelligence tools and its existing technology infrastructure.


https://sancnt.ecenterdirect.com/
mailto:apex@sapdc.org
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The Government Al Landscape Assessment, developed by the civic tech nonprofit
Code for America, measured states’ readiness in adopting Al based on three core
areas: Leadership and Governance, Al Capacity Building and Technical
Infrastructure & Capabilities.

States earned ratings of early, developing, established or advanced based on how
they met Code For America’s criteria, with only three states — Pennsylvania, New
Jersey and Utah — scoring an advanced rating. Continue Reading
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Pentagon to become rare earth mining company's largest stockholder
By Ross Wilkers, Senior Staff Reporter, Nextgov/FCW

The Defense Department will buy a 15% stake in MP Materials and fund the
construction of a magnet-making facility, all with an eye toward breaking the U.S.'
reliance on China for rare earths.

Rare earth minerals are not a technology in and of themselves, but are underlying
ingredients for some of the most complex systems across the planet including
military platforms and automobiles.

Which explains how the U.S. and other countries are concerned about their
availability after China started to limit the availability of rare earth exports in April,
following President Trump’s placement of higher tariffs on Chinese goods.

China represented approximately 70% of the U.S.’ rare earth imports in 2023,
according to U.S. Geological Survey data.. Continue Reading
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About US

The Southern Alleghenies APEX Accelerator at SAP&DC is
an economic development entity that bridges the gap remiant
between supplier and buyer in the government '
marketplace. The APEX Accelerator stands ready to support
businesses in the central PA Alleghenies region in the
pursuit to secure contracts with local, state and/or federal
government agencies nationwide.
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Due to the generous support of our Commonwealth and Federal funding
partners, services provided by the APEX Accelerator are free of charge.

Whether you are an experienced contractor or new to the government
marketplace, the APEX Accelerator will provide one-on-one counseling
utilizing all of the program resources necessary to increase your share of
contract awards. We will also coordinate assistance, if needed, with our PA
PREP partners.

Contact us today at the Southern Alleghenies APEX Accelerator at SAP&DC
to get started!

Email: apex@sapdc.org
Phone: (814) 949-6500
Web: APEXAccelerator@SAP&DC

SAP&DC is an Equal Opportunity Employer
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